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quantitative relations between the stimulus, represent-
ing the physical world, and the resulting sensation,
representing the psychical. He accordingly began ex-
tensive experimentation along this line, devised appro-
priate methods for conducting such experiments and
for treating their results, and after years of labor pub-
lished in 1860 a book which he called Psychophysics.
Although this work has not been generally accepted as
possessing the philosophical significance which its
author Intended and indicated by its title, it proved to
be of great importance on the psychological side, be-
cause it showed the way of accurate experiment on cer-
tain psychological problems. Ten or fifteen years later,
the same author applied somewhat similar methods of
experiment to questions of esthetics, and proposed that
a science of esthetics should be developed 'from below
up', by starting with experimental determinations of
preferences for colors, shapes, and other simple objects,
and working up towards the complex objects of art.

The situation in 1870, then, was about this. We have
the mental philosophers, best represented by Bain or
by the Herbartians in Germany, disposed to devote
their attention to the senses and intellect, the emotions
and will, as matters deserving of study for their own
sakes without regard to ulterior philosophical considera-
tions; and on the other side we have a large and grow-
ing fund of information on the senses and sense per-
ception, the speed of simple mental operations, and
related topics, and we have a number of experimental
procedures well worked out and known to be usable.
The man in whom these two streams most definitely
came together was Wundt. /Beginning as a physiologist,